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ICONOGRAPH- OF SRI VIDYARNAVA TANTRA 

S. SRifLAKjHA Sastri, m.a. 

S Ri • dyamava Tar:::?, f vilumir.; digest o: marv :a: tras 
aea nz with S rividya. ?.r : 5 ?.:tnbuted t: aranya, the disciple 

: ragalbhficarya who was : e disciple of V S'arrra, a direct 
- - i of S'rl S'amkaramiLrva. I: :s not the work h :ha St \ : 
: :r the last verse and the cotophon clearly state :: a: : irany a 

wrote this in the reign of Amba Deva. 

q 5 flf?ta:*rrRm 11 


«fi *iJT3?pqTT? afi 

«fi sfr tt-c wt 

>s 

f^icq «fi fq?n?oiiqfsT sfr ^ i! 


It gives a curious . rount of the foundation of the city of Vidya- 
nagra. S'ri S'athkara"? i -ciple Laksmana Desika adopted sannyasa 
;r. his old age and car r to the city of Praudha De.a. The king 
or.ce received from i::t .n merchants costly cloths v.hich he gave 
to Laksmana. Lak-nana offered them to the Levi in the 
homa kuvda. Some tale-bearers reported this to t u e k:ng as an 
insult to him. Fraud r.a Deva on the pretext tha; he would give 
them back with »;Cv.t. asked Laksmana to return : r .oths. 
Laksmana became angry, praised the Devi. ob:a r-d ::: m her the 
cloths and cursed t “e king saying that his c.ty v. - destroyed, 

and that he would die without progeny. Tr.er. t s:-.::ed towards 
Daksinapatha, and the king in remorse fed at s feet and at last 
Laksmana relented ar.J said that thong- the king would have a 

* m ~ ^ 

son, he was not destined to see the sen ^ fnce. After some time the 
king died and a posthumous son wv born. The author of this 
work was the regent during the minority of the son who was 
named Amb&, and constructed S'rividyanagara on the plan of the 


1. Published by the Government of Kashmir, Vol. I. 1932. Yol. II. 1937. 

2. Indian Culture , July, 1939. p. 107. 
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S'ricakra. At the request of Amba who was crowned by Vidyaranya, 
Vidyaranya himself composed this work after investigating all 
tantras, the yamalas and the two niatas. (Ch. I. v. 7 1-95). 

The GurupX rant pa ra :f this Vidyaranya is given thus. 
Kapila, Atri, Vasistha, Sanaka, Sanandana, Bhfgu. tranatsujata, 
Vamadeva, Narada, Gautama, S'aunaka, S'akt:, Markandeya, 
Kausika, Par..sara, S’uka. Angirasa, Kanva, jazau. L.:aradvftja, 
\ eda Vyasa, Isana, Karr.ana, Kapardi, Bnuunara, suDzsta, . a.a’a, 
BfaUtesa, Parama \ :;aya. Bharata. Pauntcsa, tr-Dz.au.-.. * .-u-zaa. 
Samara, Kaivalya. Ganes. ara, Supadya. * ibudfia, iwga, Yijnana, 
Ananga, > ibhrarr.a, Darzrodara, v-.uaor.asa, Gin may a, KalScrara, 
\ ire-vara. Mandara, Tr:-asa. sugars, Mrda, Harsa, z rnr.a, 
Ganda, Vira, Aghdra, t'hruva, DivSkara, Cakradhara, r rama- 
thtea, Caturbhuja, Ananda Bhairava, Dhira, Ganda, 7 a aka, 
Parasara, Satyanidhi, Ramacandra and S amkara. 

S'amkara (1+ disciples) 

'llTlT 'Ki;' ' v 


1 ) Padmapada _ B Jha 5 Glr ana (4) Anandatirtha ? * Monks.) 

tin Kerala 


Mandala 

m * 

\ : i . a Jgirvana 

1 


Paripavaka 

l 

Nirvana 

• 

| 

A'ibudhendra 

1 

Sudhlcdra 

1 

MantragirvSna 

1 : 

Girdhana 

i 

Cidananda 

# i 

S'ivOttama 


(9) < ?) Grhastha disciples :— 

(1) Sundara, (2) Visnu Sarma, 5 Laksmana, (4) MalkkSrjuna, 

[5) Tri vikrac.a in Vindhya and Jagannatha) 

I 

Pragalbha 

I 

Vidyaranya. 

I 

(6) Sridhara, (7) Kapardi, (8) Kesava, (9) Darr.odara 
(Gauda and (Benares and 
Mithila and Ayodhya) 

Bangala) 
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This work says that S'athkara wrote Prapanca Sara and Padma- 
p&da wrote a commentary on it. Before identifying this YidySranya, 
the broad limits of his date can be indicated. It has been pointed out 
that YidySranya quotes from Soma S'ambhu’s Kriyakandakramavali 
(1073 A.D.) and Abhinava’s Tantraloka (1074 A.D.). There are 
also quotations from Goiaksa Samhita and HathayCga Pradipika 
of Svatmarama, assigned by Mr. Gode 3 to C. 1350 A.D. Hathayoga 
Pradipika mentions the Nathas along with Allama, the contempo¬ 
rary of Basava. IsSna S'iva is also referred to. He is perhaps 
identical with liana S*iv&carya of Bhiksamatha at Davakk&pura, in 
the reign of Krsna Dova Raya who made a grant in S’. 1442 

Bahudhanya (1573 A.D.) 4 . Though this work differs from 
Saucdaryaiabari YyakhyS of Laksmidhara in important respects, 

on V. II caturbhih Snkar-thaih) of Saundaryalahari, both Laksmi¬ 
dhara and Yidyaranya (Cn. 5. p. lo_ have more or less the same 
commentarv. Moreover in this work the ::rr.memarv on Gavatri 

« m m 

differs in important points from Sfiyana s commentary on the same. 

Therefore this work can tentatively be placed after Laksmidhara 

(1520 A.D, and before 1720 A.D. as a manuscript of the work is 

dated Sam vat 1782, S'ravana (1726 A.D.). 

Among the works quoted in Vidyarnava Tan era are 1) Sarada 

Tilaka by Laksmana Desika evidently the same Laksmana 

mentioned by Yidyaranya, The work is assignee the tenth century 

and a commentary on it, Padarthadarha was : r. posed by Raghava 

Bhatta in 1493 A.D. (2) Siddhartha Sani tita is earlier than 

Hemadrhs Catunarga Cintamani, 13 Srlkrama Samhita and 

(4) Satnmdhana T.mtra are both earlier than Purnananda 

(1577 A.D.J. Mr. P. K. Gode pla ces 5 Sadanvaya Haharatiia 

and (6) Mahu Sanimdhana Tantra before 1498 A.D. 5 . 

The native place of the author can perhaps be guessed from 

the vernacular equi valents to Sanskr: names of trees and substances 

mentioned by him. Agnimanda is caked Agatha in Madhyadesa ; 

Kasmiri is Khambhari; Rohinivrksa is the w T ell-known in Vindhva 

* ■ • 

region (Ch. 25). Visa . rksa is Kocila, Slesmantaka is called Lasodi :n 
Kanyjikubja bhasa (p. 369). Evidently the author was a native of 

3. l.H.Q. June, 1940. p. 313. (1350-1650 A.D.). 

4. Isana S'iva of Guru Paddhati is placed by some in the 11th century. 

5. Annals* Bh. Or. Inst. 1938 pp. 184*187. 
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v*. 

Northern India probably near Kanuja, as otherwise it would be 
natural to expect horn Vidy&ranya of Vijayanagara Kannada 
equivalents. 

No doubt there is a persistent tradition that Yidyaranya was 
a devotee of Bhuvanesvari of Hampi and a great adept in S'rividya 
like his guru VidySs'amkara. Not only the city of Vidyanagra but 
also the temple to S'rl Vidyas'amkara at S'ringeri were constructed 
according to S’ricakraprastara 6 , Various types of S'ricaxras are 
engraved on the walls of the Vidy&s’athkara temple. But throughout 
this work there is no reference to it nor to Bhuvanesvari of Hampi. 
Again, the author i? familiar with the Buddhist pantheon but there s 
absolutely no reference to Jama images. Since Jainism was 
prominent in South India, the author was probably more in 
contact w r ith North-eastern Buddhism. Buddhism had practically 
disappeared from South India in the fourteenth century. 

On the other side of the question of the identity of this author 

with Yidyaranya, the guru of Harihara and Bukka, it may be urged 

that (l> Brown has mentioned one Deva Raya as ruling at Hampi 

before Harihara 1. 7 (2) Siddha Nanjesa in his R&ghavahka Caritra 

says that RSghavanka composed his Hariscandra Kavya under 

the patronage of Deva Raja of Pampa. He was the contemporary 

of Harlsvara, Kereya Padmarasa, Narasimba Ballala and Pratapa 

Rudra of Orugal, (Pratapa Rudra II 1 290-1320). 8 3 : Anubhuti- 

svarupScarya criticises the view of a \'edgntin who held that the 

Is|isiddhikara was an adv'ocate of Ekajlvavada. But Anubhuti- 

svarupa condemns this view as that of a man who was ignorant of 

both vyavaharika and tattva drstis and only interested in the 

worship of Traipura and S&lagrama, or in understanding the usage 

of mantras of Traipuramatrka but really turning away from Brahma 
VidyS. 9 


6. N. S rikaritha S astri: Biography of Saccidananda S'ivabbinava Nrsimha 

Bharaii in Kannada, p. 190. 

7. A. \ ensata Subbayya. A cIuvh A &ttti c.? /f cilii Jezvcrntx I\uicz 

vicara, p. 261, 

8. R. Narasimhacarya, Karnataka Kavicarite. Vol. III. Introduction, lxvii. 

9. Bhandarkar Institute Silver Jubilee Volume, p. 356-7. 
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Istasiddhivivarana , 

• • • 7 

^rSn%?T frqq?ni?fan || 

>6 

Gaudapadlya Bhtisya tippana. 

♦ 

Probably both Citsukha and Pratyaksvartpa were Ekaiiva- 
vSdins. But there is no evidence that they were primarily 
interested in S rividva as such and that Vedanta was of secondary 
importance. Perhaps this Yidyaranva of S'ri Vidyarnavatantra is 
meant, as in this huge work the descriptions of salagramas are given 
and of course Tripura Sundari S'tividya is the main theme. 
Towards the close of this work there is some Advaitic exposition 

of salvation according to S'ritantra Raja (Ch. 36. p. 838) and of 
Niskala BrahmavidyS,. The date of Anubhutisvarupa is later than 
Khandanakara Harsa and earlier than KalpatarukSra Amalananda. 
I have shown that Amalananda s guru Sukhaprakasa was the 
disciple of Citsukha I who may be placed in C. 1220 A.D. 10 on 
the authority of S'ri Kurmam inscriptions. If Anubhutisvarupa 
was the contemporary of Citsukha and Sukhaprakasa, he probably 
lived in the middle of the thirteenth century (1220-1284 A.D.). The 
author of S'ri Vidyarnavatantra may have been the older contempo¬ 
rary of Anubhutisvarupa. 

As against these arguments it may be pointed out that the 
existence of a D.' va Raya at Hampi before Harihara I and Kampila 
Rama has not been proved from any epigraph. And though I have 
gone carefully through the S'ri Vidyarnavatantra, I have not 
succeeded in locating any passage which mentions the Istasiddhikara 
as an Ekajivavadin. Therefore, this Yidyaranva can tentatively be 
placed in the sixteenth century as indicated above when various 
conflicting traditions about the foundation of Vijayanagra were 
prevalent. There has been a Vidyaranya mentioned as guru of 
S'ringeri about this time or later. 

10. i. H, Q. June, 1938. Winternitz Memorial Volume, p. 404. 
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The identity of the famous Yidyaranya known as ‘ the founder 
of the Empire of Vijayanagra T with Madhavacarya and his 
relation to Vidy&samkara, Knyasakti, Mfidhavamamrin etc. have 
been discussed almost threadbare by various scholars. :: That 
Madhavacarya is Vidyaranya is accepted by Dr. S. K. Iyengar and 
others but questioned by Mr. R. Rama Rao. The Kriy&saktis 
were Kalamukhas, as is clear from Hoysala inscriptions and 
not of the Pratyabhijna school of Kashmir. They definitely 
belonged to the P&supata Lakula Sampradaya and their Yidvr.s are 
entirely different from the S'akta S'ri Yidya. Therefore Dr. A. 
Venkatasubbayya’s theory that Yidyaranya is KriySsakti cannot be 
accepted. Mr. S. S'nkamaya has pointed out that some of the 
earliest inscriptions mention the city as Vidyanagra. This is also 
corroborated by Virupaksa Vasantotsava of Ahobila ( J.O.R . Jan. 
Mar. 1941) which refers to the city as Vidyaranya mrmita purl and 
Vidyanagra uniformally but towards the end as Vijayanagara, 

f — 

Pampambikanagarl and to the people of Sri Vidyci-Kamala-navina- 
puras . In the car festival, Yidyaranya with his disciple? first 
entered the car. 

R*II^ fII (P. 28). 

|| (P.44). 

A Brahmana chief of Dambal, pupil of a devotee of Venkata- 
calapati named Sadgurupadhyaya is called the author of Vaidika- 
caranirnaya, S'i\anataka, and Vedanta Siddhanta Aahikarana 
Ratnamalika (usually ascribed to Bharatitirtha). There is also 
a reference to Vidyas'amkara (alive ?). 

i5il?rqr: i 

11. For an exhaustive discussion —S* Srikanraya. Founders of Vijayanagara . 
193S. Heras. Beginnings of Vijayanagara. N Venkataramanayya — 
Origin of Vijayanagara . R. Subba Rao, Kakatiya Sancika . R. Rama 
Rao. I, H, Q , 1932-3. V ijayana gara Sexcentenary Volume, 1936. 
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If : is can be accer'tc a? a coi te- porary work. :t : ro\ es that 
V iyaranya was at Ha—p ucd that e : unclaton c: ndi Yidya- 
nagra was properly attributed to him. 

Further at the same festival of V : -.r.^a. the priV:?* * i- a 

J:matta Raghava .1 Bhaskara was enactec . ? rrana a.i. 

refers to Vidyaranya. 


*\ rv 


rv 


r-H rs *v 


*rm<nw^ qfiwimw- 

{KavyamUm Ed. p. 2.) 

The Mysore A:: biological Reports ... ^ me statements 

:n V idyaravyakala; T -~:• -i etc. Yidvarany .. d s; pie of Yidyatirtha 
t. *r.t to Benares and : ere met Sayana and i-.'ayana. •• \ idyaranya’s 

disciple was KriySsakti. 

(W3 I 

There were tv. : ’.'idyas'arhkaras — one died in Iff j -..D. i4 and 
another far ear t: rertre the accession :: v'idySrarya r. C. 1375 
A.D. as the first - = tription mentioning d;. in : • t ns pontiff of 
S'ringeri is dated :~5 A.D. 15 Another Vi: isA±-cara* was r. 
1395 A.D. and still another was the fctir :e: :: the o . aganga maths 
in the seventeenth century. But t e Fas: a am.ni inscription 16 
dated S' 1308, Krodhana, Magha, Fa. 14, Monday, January 59. 


12. M. A. R. 1932. p. 105 

13. Ibid. /. n, 6. 

14. E. C. X. Mb. 11. 

15. M, E. R. 1929. 460. 

* Could this be S’ankarananda? [Ed] 

16. M. A, R. 1934 Nos. 36 and 37. 
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13 55 A.D.) refers :: the Suklapa'ti of S'r! Vidyaranva S'rfpada. 
If this was initiation into Sannyasa it is strange that v s was also 
the date of the demise of Vidyaranva (1386 A.D. S r:r.;t:: Cp. of 
1336). 17 Dr. Kfsna has listed the following inscriptions referring to 

Vidy&raijya. 18 

Stone Inscriptions 

(l) Ulayabetta stor. lrs:rjp:ion, June -* th. ’ 3"5 L - : 

by Bukka I toVidySgiri Ttrtfca. M.E.R. 19_9 P. -5. 

_3 Kudopa store Irscription: Vidyaraxya .375. Oct. _r. 
M.E.R. 1929 P. +4. 

3 Bh&nitgaie rttre Ir.ec: r: :r. E.C. VI .Koppa 30) 11 '-re. 
1373 A.D. bv order of Vidyaranva. 

(4; Nagaiapura Inscription. (E.C. VI. Koppa 19) 2 No r : . 

(5) Pascimav&hini Inscription. Jan. 29, 1386 A.D. (1J..4.R. 
1934 .Nos. 36 and 37). 

Copper plates 

Kapalapura '1336), Bestarahall 1336), Mud:;. arc: 1344), 
Hos'ir 1370 ? , Kaditasasana 133 r'ringeri CP. :3r->, Hosa- 
hall 334 , In&tu grant (1386 . S': r.rcri CP. of 13't. :ttecence to 
death o: \ idyaranya lf| P. 1 - Er-.o ..a CP. 25 Nov. 13S4 A.D. 
to pur l? of Vidyaranva- A. ; Surappa and Kreradeva by 
Harihara II. 

One Madhava \ idyaranya in C. 7 SO established the Haika 
Brahmins in Kerala according to hi : 3 lahatmya. (J. I. H. 193-. 

Vol. XIII. pt. 1). 

Other Vidy&ranyas referred to are : 

U Ramacandrapura matba CP. of Deva Raya, 14c 1 .D. 

7’idyaranya made a grant to C doodha Bharat; of GGksrna. 
E. C. VIII, Nagar 37). 

2 \ dyaranya, contemporary of Kpsnadeva Raya. . '..A.R, 

i vlo. p. IS). He wpiobao..- tne foundc. o. t ^ . 

math a. 

• 

17, Ibid . 1934. p 140. 

IS. Ibid. p. 141. 

19* M, A. R. 1933. p. H2. 
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f V i " 

7 " 9 

It probable tha: th:s Vidyaranya being in point of time 
nearer: to the date f:r 5’ri V idy&rna . atantra was somehow 
corrected with it, though the Gurupirat ipara of this work 
entirely different. 

Some other points of interest in this work may be noted. Ar ?.r ca 
tirtha who is said to be a disciple of S'amkaia may be :ne same 
as Anandatirtha, author of a tantrik work Tamrassurasamgraha 20 
perhaps quoted in Vidyarnavatantra as Tarurasarataotra and 
Sarasamgraha. A Smrtyarthasaratantra is quoted and if it is the 
same as Smrtyarthasara it can be assigned to C. 1150-1200 A.L). 
This work also contains stotras like S'ri Dharmacarya’s Laghu 

r 

Stava, Aparadha 5:0 :ra. Navagrah Stuti from Smrti Samgraha, 
Bhuvanesvarl s:: : :.\paz :a Sara, Devi Stotras from S'arada- 
tilaka and Jn&narsava, bag;. . ^tDtia, Kur.daim: trtotra, 

Muladevatft Stuti, Laksmihrdaya, and Duijta composed 

by Pfthvidhara, of S'ri S'axbhacaiaa &-=o ca~ed S'ri 

Siddhanatha. 

This analysis fci.cws closely the text of s'ri Vidyarnavatantra 
aai therefore some rer~:.:ion has become necessary. A compara¬ 
tive study of the monographic details must be reserved for a future 

occasion. 

Bhntalipi: Goddess—white ; crescent; hands— vara, japavali, 

pus taka, pumskapala; two eyes. 

Kundalini : Gcb cess—reddish ; three eyes ; crescent : two hands — 

* * 

cup of jewels and red lotus; left leg on jewel-pot. 
Mula Vidy'i : Goddess —reddish; crescent; three eyes, wife of 

S'ambhu. 

20. Bhandarkar ins:-.:uU Silver Jubilee Vo p. ; r ti. G. Harshe. 
( Bulletin of thm Deccan College Research Imctitute. IV. no 2). 
Descriptive Ci.ti.ogue of Manuscrpts 3 rc~ Gorne collection, 

f\ m r C 

No, 92. Tantras^ra samgraha has the cblophc" 

This work must be of 5^1 Madhvacarya and on it VadirSja has written 
Tantrasaratilaka. Anandatirtha mentioned as a disciple of S'amkara 

must be different from Madhvacaryau In A^andavala parisat of Smarta 
Bhagavata sampradaya, Vidyananda Tirtha is said to have founded the 
R&macandrapura matha, in the Na^ax Taluk (E. C. VIII, Nag ax 69 ; 
M. A, R. 1923. 1933). 
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3 

n 


Mula Vidya : Goddess — Vagbhava—white, white clothes and 

ornaments, crescent; four hands—\ yikbyft, rosary, 
pot of nectar, vidya; three eyes; on lotus. 

Mula Vidya : Goddess — Kamaknta —red ; three eyes : crescent; 

four hands— pearl rosary, sugar-cane bow, five 
flower arrows and vidya. 

Mula Vidya : Goddess— S’aktiknta — in kadamba :ores:. cn six 

petal-ec lotus, crescent, japa colour —same as 
Tripura Sundarl. 

Tirask&riiii: Goddess — on black corse, back oha, clothes, w.th 

sword —a cod cess o: s.eep. 

Dviro dcvaUis — Fadma . on lotus, four hands —lotus. .a:a, 

lotus and abhaya. 

Bharat!: two hands—rosary and book. 

DurgS: two hands—S'ankha and cakra: on a bon. 

Dvara S'ri: two hands—vara and abhaya : on Ictus. 

Vigva Sankalpa and Kalpaka—like pear, and ruby, 
embracing, with conch and lotus or with two red 
lotuses. 

Kama : with suear- cane-bow and flower arrows. 

Viri Vigbcesa or. red lotus, three eyes, pasa and 

ankusa. 

Ksetreia: b ack, three eyes, with kapala and shla or 
sword and kaps.a. 

Ganga: two hands — vara and abhaya. 

Kalindi: two hands — vara and abhaya. 

Visiiu: on Garuda : b ack, four hands — S'ankha, 
cakra, gada and kamala. 

Brahma; red colour, on red lotus over ramsa, 
four hands— vara, abhaya, pot and rosary. 

Dehali {-'■ —on lion, black, with sword and shield. 

Varuna —on makara, with pasa anu atnaya. 

Vatukanatha —with snake upavita. ear ornaments, kapala and 

M. 

danda. 

Kubera —smoke colour, on man, with cada. 

Ksetrapala —jata with snakes, three eyes, black, red clotr.es, white 

snakes as kundaias, with kapala. 
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Gavapati —white, on a mouse, four hands—parasu, danta, pasaand 

tr isul a. 

Indra —yellow, with vajra ; airavata dhvaja. 

# 

Gar.esa —'black, naked, pas'a and ankus'a in upper right and left 

hands, skull filled with arrack in right lower, the 
left lower hand touching the Devi’s yom ; the Devi 
is seated on his left thigh, with her right hand 
placing his linga into her yoni and holding a lotus 
in her left hand. The tip of the proboscis also 
touching the yOni. 

Yama —black, with danda, on mahisa. 

Goddesses on the Habeas —Sarasvati—pure white, rosary, book, 

abhaya and vara. 

Mahalaksmi—golden, two lotuses, vara and abhaya. 

Gauri —rosy-red, pasa, ankusa, vara and abhaya. 

Lokadhatri—golden, nati, lotus, vara and abhaya. 

Vaglsvari — white, two lotuses, vara, and adars'a. 

Maya—blue, vara, ankus'a, pSs'a and abhaya. 

Durga—green-grass colour, s'ankha, cakra, bow 
and arrow. 

Bhadrakali—black, skull, shield, sword and trident. 

Svasti dev! —white, with s'akti, svastika, mudrS 
and abhaya. 

Svaha—red, with two red lotuses, vara and abhaya. 

Subhahkari— golden—with ears of paddy, kalpalatfi, 
s'arnga and bana. 

Pmna Sakti —on red lotus, red, three eyes, six hands—pas'a, ankus'a 

sugar-cane bow and flower-arrows. 

Mdt^ka-K uta. Saradd with five faces of pearl, lightning cloud, 

crystal and japa colours, three eyes each, white 
body, ten arms with lotus, disc, p5s'a, deer, 
book, varnamala, tanka, white skull, dara (vara) 
and nectar-pot. 

S'nkantha —as ardhanaris'vara, three eyes, four hands — rosary, 

pas'a, ankus'a and vara. 

Visnu —with left half of body as Laksm!, eight hands — lotus, mace, 

conch, discus, vidyS, lotus, mirror and pot. 
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Laksnil— four elephants pouring with nectar-pots, four hands— 

rosary, two lotuses and book. 

S’akti -crescent, three eyes, on lotus, four hands —rosary, pSga, 

ankus'a and book. 

Rame'-vari —three eyes, crescent, rosary, sugar-cane bow, flower 

arrows and vidya. 

Sammohini — three eyes, crescent, eight hands— rosary, sugar-cane 

bow, pas'a, two lotuses, ankus’a, arrow and book. 

Varna Niitrhas — Bala samputita 0 —three eyes, four hands— pas 'a. 

ankus'a, book and rosary from r;ght-upper. 

Para 0 —white, three eyes, crescent, with mudrS and book. 

S'rj Vidya 0 —red, three eyes, on lotus, pas'a, ankus'a, iksudhanu 

and arrows. 

Hamsa 0 — lightning colour, as ardhanari, three eyes, crescent ; pSs'a, 

abhaya, vara and paras'u. 

Paramahamsa 0 — pure white, three eyes, four hands—vidya, rosary. 

kalas'a and mudra. 

Ka ca varga —'born from A — Brahma. Golden with rosary, lotus, . 

abhaya and kundikft. 

Ta ta varga —born from U — Visnu— blue, abhaya, s'ankha, cakra 

and vara. 

Pa ya varga — born from Bindu—S'iva, reddish— abhaya, s'ula, 

kapala. and vara. 

Sa varga —born from Bindu— S'iva, abhaya, deer, tanka and vara. 

Tarotthakala — born of SadSs'iva, four hands with rosary, book and 

two kapalas. 

Sarabha —eight feet, golden wings and body and beak, three eyes, 

blue hair, crescent on head and vajrankura. 

Palupati — five faces with three eyes each, beard like flames, canines, 

ten arms— from right upper — sword, arrows, 
rosary, s'akti and paras'u; left — shield, bow, 
kundika, trident, brahma danda, nagabharana and 
white body. 

Daksinamurti —under a vata tree. 

Mrtyumjava — white, crescent, three eyes, four arms— 
right up—jnana mudra; lower— rosary, left up— 
pas'a ; lower — veda. 
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Sakfa Goddesses—Bala—three eyes, kundaias, pearl necklace and 

jewels ; left hands— pustaka and abhaya ; right— 
rosary and vara. 

Tripura Bhairavl —red clothes, three eyes, crescent, 
mundas of S'iva, Brahma and Visnu as garland, 
pearl-rosarv, book, vara and abhaya. 

Caitarya. — pSs'a and ankus'a, kapala in !eft hands; 
right— vara, abhaya, ?; on simhasana. 

Karnes'vari— crescent, three eyes, red clothes, on 
s # ava simhasana, mundamala, ten hands—tris'ula, 
damaru, sword, shield, pinaka, arrows, pas'a, 
ankus'a, book and rosary. 

Bhuvanesvari— four hands, mundamala, pretasana, 

pas'a, ankus'a, vara and abhaya, (from eft up to 

left lower; right — ankus'a and abhaya; right — 
pas'a and vara) 

Bauddha Goddesses;—Padmavati—on a lotus, three eyes and two 

hands with lotuses. 

Ugra Tara — on a white lotus, snake ornaments, four 
hands —Kauri, sword, skull and blue lotus. 

Ekajata—one jata, tongue hanging down, clothed 
in tiger skin, patta of white bones on head and 
Aksobhya on s’ava. 

Mfitangi —black or yellow, two hands with s'uka and 
s'arika. 

Sunwkhi or Syatna —-newly ^matured, blue clothed, 
with toddy-pot and vinS,, conch ear-ornaments. 

Candamatangini —black dress, pearl necklace, conch 
ear ornaments with vina. 

Ganapatya images—Kkaksara 0 — Red, crescent, three eyes, serpent 

ornament, danta, vara and bijapura in trunk. 

Maha z —three eyes, with s'akti holding a lotus, ten 
hands —discus, s’ankha, tris'ikha, p&s'a, sugar¬ 
cane bow, red lotus, mace, paddy, bijapura, danta 
and pot in the trunk. 

Ksipra ®—three eyes, crescent, four hands with pas'a, 
ankus'a, madhukapala and another in the yoni of 
Sasthi who holds lotus and golden pot in trunk. 
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A 

Vakratunda 0 — with pas'a, ankus’a, vara and 
abhaya on lotus (?). 

Lctkqmi Gaiuka — yellow clothes, on a lotus, three 
eyes, embraced by Laksmi on left side by her right 
arm, the left hand holding lotus ; four hands with 
cakra, s'ankha, danta, abhaya and golden pot in 
trunk. 

Hlramba 0 — five elephant heads of pearl, lightning 
cloud, amrta ghsrni colours, crescent, seated on 
lion, ten arms—tris'ula, ankus'a, rosary, mudgara, 
skull, tanka, modaka, danta, abhaya and d£na. 

Viri 0 and s'akti 0 as Ksipra 8 . 

Panca Vaktra S’tva— seated on lotus, vyaghra carma, three eyes, 

four hands with paras'u, deer, vara and abhaya. 


Vaisrtava Images :■ 

__ % 



Vasudeva 

Kes'ava 

Samkarsana 

Pradvumna 

1 

Aniruddha 

! 

Damodara 

I g 

Govinda 

! 

S'ridhara 

N arayana 

\ T isnu 
■ • 

Hrsikes'a 
* » 


Madhava 

Madhusudana 

Padmanabha 


(Purusottama ?} Vamana 



According to Hayasirsa PaUcaratra 

B — ^ — . 

m 


Kesava — right 

lower — lotus, 

upper — s'ankha; 

left up — 


mace ; lower—discus. 


Narayava —above reversed from lower to upper. 

Mddhava —left lower—lotus ; upper—s'ankha ; right upper— 

mace and lower—cakra. 

Govinda —right lower—*cakra ; upper—mace; left up—lotus 

and lower—s'ankha. 

Visnti —right up—lotus ; lower—mace ; left up—s'ankha and 

lower — discus. 

SladhusHdana —right up—s'ankha; lower—cakra; left up— 

lotus and lower—mace. 

Vamana —Right up—mace ; lotver—lotus ; left up—disc and 

lower—conch. 

Or —left leg on Brahm&nda; right leg on S'es a; Iow r er 
Balibandhana; height of seven talapramanas; hands 
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left upper— gads; lower — lotus; right up— cakra and 
lower—s'ankha. 

S’ridhara —right up— discus; lower— lotus; left up — gada; 

lower — s'ankha. On the left— Laksmt seated or 
standing and holding lotus. 

Hrsiktsa — right up—discus ; lower—gada ; left upper— lotus 

and lower—s'ankha. 

Padmanabha —right up— iotus ; lower—s'ankha ; left upper 

disc and lower—mace. 

Ddmodam —right up—s'ankha; lower —lotus ; left up— mace 

and lower— sword. 

All these should be represented with their goddesses holding 
lotus and vina in their hands. 

24 Vaiswava murtis according to Siddhiirtha Samhita. 21 



Right lower. 

Right up. 

Left up* 

Left lower. 

Vasudeva 

mace 

conch 

disc 

lotus 

Kes'ava 

lotus 

conch 

disc 

mace 

Narayar.a 

conch 

disc 

mace 

lotus 

Madhava 

mace 

disc 

conch 

Iotus 

Purusottama 

disc 

lotus 

conch 

mace 

4 

Adhoksaja 

lotus 

mace 

conch 

disc 

Samkarsana 

mace 

conch 

lotus 

disc 

Govinda 

disc 

mace 

lotus 

conch 

Visnu 

mace 

lotus 

conch 

disc 

* * 

Madhusudana 

disc 

conch 

lotus 

mace 

A5yuta 

mace 

lotus 

disc 

conch 

Upendra 

conch 

mace 

disc 

lotus 

Pradyumna 

disc 

conch 

mace 

lotus 

Trivikrama 

lotus 

mace 

disc 

conch 

Yam an a 

conch 

disc 

mace 

lotus 

S'rdhara 

lotus 

disc 

mace 

conch 

Narasimha 

disc 

lotus 

mace 

conch 

Janardana 

lotus 

disc 

conch 

mace 

Aniruddha 

disc 

mace 

conch 

lotus 

" ‘ J 'f^**^:* r 9 - ] • 

Hrsikes'a 

mace 

disc 

lotus 

conch 

* 4 

Padmanabha 

conch 

lotus 

disc 

mace 

Damodara 

lotus 

disc 

mace 

conch 

Han 

couch 

disc 

lotus 

mace 

Krsna 

* * w 

conch 

mace 

lotus 

disc 


21 Cf. Khare. Varieties of’ViSflu Image. Festschrift P. V. Kane, p. 260. 
B. B. Bidyabinod, Varieties of Visnu Images. Mem. Ar. S.I. no. 2. 
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Identification of Salagramas —According to ilours: white for 

accomplishment; black for fame: grey destroys 
sin ; yellow for progeny ; blue for riches and red for 
kingdom. 

Size —of the size of an amalaka fruit or covered 
by both palms. Too large—destroys longevity. 
Crooked — brings poverty. Unmarked — useless, 
broken with bidden cakras, too big cakras, too open 
mouth, lower mouth to be avoided in sakfimttrcana. 

* 

According to Rekhas —according to Brahma: — 

V asudeva —Cakra only in mouth, not inside, white. 

Pradyuviti a — yellow, with small cakra in mouth and many holes. 

Aniruddha —blue and two rekhas on back—like lotus. 

Kehava —blue, two rekhas rectangular. 

Narayana — black and two rekhas above. 

Hari —long rekha, wide hole to right and mouth above. 

Paraniesthi —white, two rekhas like lotus and cakra. 

\’isiiu — like bilva fruit, hole at the back, big and black. 

* ■ 

Narasimha (only for brahmacarin), rekha over mouth and in the 

middle, kapila colour or with three or five spots in 
lower portion. 

Varaha — big, without or many (virekha) rekha and mdrar.ila 

colour. 

Matsya —long, golden colour and three bindus. 

Kurina —high, round rekha at bottom, kaustubha and cakra 

rekhas; greenish. 

Hayagriva — with five rekhas like ankusas, blue and many 

bindus. 

According to Pddtna :— Narasimha —long face and rekhas 

like mane. 

Varaha —shape of boar with cakra rekha. 

Hayagriva —horse faced, long rekhas like rosary on top or bke 

lotus. 

Vaikuniha —blue, with one cakra, rekha over mouth, like flag. 
« * 

Vridhara —shaped like kadamba flower, five rekhas like 
vanam&la. 
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Vamatta —round, many marks, colour like atas! flower and 

spots. Or short, left with gadaand, cakra marks 
and right rekhas. 

Sudarkana —disc like rekha. 

Damodara —big, with yellow line at mouth and cakra in middle ; 

or two cakras lower and upper sides, not too long, 
with one central line ; or big with small hole and 
cakra in centre. 

Ananta —of many colours, with mark of serpent hood. Or 

with many cakras and marks. 

Purusottama —mouths on all sides and top also. 

Yogisvara—Dr ^y at l tikhare litigant sdlagfdtnci sattiud- 

bhavatn I Tasya yogi&vardiianta brahmahntyam 
vyapdhati y. 

Linga grows from the top of salagr&ma. 

Padtnatiabha —marks of lotus and parasol ; to be worshipped 

(only ?) with tulas'i. 

Hiranya —shaped like the moon and white with golden lines. 
Visnupatijara —rows of lines. 

Seia —circular lines. 

Garuda —two lotuses connected with long line. 

Jandrdana —with four cakras. 

Laksnti-Nardyana —with four cakras with vanamftla rekha at 

the mouth. 

Hr^ikeia —crescent shaped. 

Laksml Nrstmha — black with two bindus and two cakras 
• * 

to the left. 

Trivikranta —black with two cakras on left and two on right 

and with lotus, daksinSvarta, vanamftla rekhas. 

Krsna —four rekhas on sides, two cakras in centre and 

four mouths. 

(Some say that Yisnu should not be worshipped in the sala- 
gr&ma—but the authority for this is questionable.) SaJagiama 
iaksanas are also described in Meru Tantra. 
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S'AKTA IMAGES 

Laksmi — on eight petalied lotas, 4 elephants pouring with 

amfta gbatas, 4 hands—2 padmas, abhaya, vara. 

Durga —pitambara, crescent, 2 uppermost har.ds— sarhkha, 

cakra, 2 lower — sword and shield, 2 lower —arrow 
and bow, 2 lower— s'ula and tarjani mudra, — 
according to Is'ana S'iva. 

Jay a Durga — on simha, left up discus, right up dara, right 

lower sword, left lower ruja (tris'ula). Or from 
right up to right lower. 

SOlini Durga —on lion, 3 eyes, S hands from right lower to left 

lower — s'uia, Dana, sword, ari, dara, mace, bow, 
pas'a, 4 attendant goddesses holding sword and 
shield. 

V indhyavasini —with discus, dara. sword, mace, arrow, bow, 

tris'ikha and pas'a. 

Vana Durga —from right up ari, dara, vara, abhaya, 3 eyes, 

seated on lotus, with lion. 

According to NSrayaniya :—black, leg on buffalo’s head, on a 
lion ; cakra, s'amkha, sword, shield, arrow, bow, tarjani, 
tris'ula in upper hands, skull, rstika, musala, kunta, 
nandaka, gada, bhindivala, s'akti in lower hands. 

Or— on eight petal lotus, from right lower—s'ula, bana 
cakra, s'amkha,sword, shield, bow, skull. 

Mahalaksmi— 1,000 or 18 arms; from right lower rosary, 

lotus, arrow, sword, musala, mace, cakra, tris'ula, 
paras'u, s'amkha, ghanta, pas'a, s'akti, danda, 
carma, bow, cup, kamandalu ; seated on lotus. 

Mahakali — Black, 10 heads with 3 eyes each, 10 arms, 10 

legs—sword, arrow, mace, trident, cakra, pas'a, 
bhusundi, parigha, bow, skull. 

Malta Sarasvati — born out of the body of Gauri. 8 arms— 

arrow, musala, cakra, trident, s'amkha, plough 
(lan gala), bell, bow. 

Jatavedase Devi — left hands s’amkha, shield, arrow and 

abhaya ; right—bow, cakra, cup, vara. Or (?) upper 
hands— cakra, sword, arrow, trident, lohamusti, 
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tOmara. raiaya, bhindivala, parigha, amkas'a ; 

3 eyes. 

R .Jra Durga —on a don, followed by tiger, 4 attendants with 

sword and shield. 8 arms— cakra. mace, sword, 
shield, arrow, bow, pas'a, tarjaci ; 5 eves, crescent. 

Lavava Durga —red, 3 eyes on red lotus. - am? — ?m a. 

s'akti, vara, abhaya. 

Yamavaii — black dress, kapala, pas’a, amkus'a, s'ula, or 

amkus'a, pas'a, s'ula, kap&la. 

Rhhna Durga — Black, crescent, 3 eyes, ari, s'amkha, s'ula 

ard khatvanga in hands. 

Bhadra Kali — ye.jaw. up r?ht hair, canines, crescent, 

4 hands —tac&a. Kap4.a. damaru, tris'ula. Or 
kapala. paras'u, damaru. tns u a_ 

Kdtyayani —3 eye?. 4 hand?—cakra. t'am^na. ?-<.ord. trident. 

Annapurna —go-dec colour. crescent, 3 eye?. Looking at danc¬ 
ing S : . a, worshipped by Fee and S'ri, left hand 
cup ana right spoon or reverse. 

As'vaiUdhd — 3 eye?, with left hand binding infatuated Sadhya, 

right holding vetra vast;. Or in Tantra rSja, red, 
on red norse, 3 eyes, 4 arms rent up bhalla, left- 
catunsus|i, 2 hands binding the Sadhyaka’s throat 
with noose ; he beaten by gold rod falls at her 
feet with folded hands. 

Gauri —4 hands—left up mirror, right up aniarta s’alaka, right 

’ewer p&s'a, left lower arhkus'a. But in Prapanca 
s'ira of S'arbkara — 4 nands — p4s'a, amkus'a, 
mirror and s'alSka. 

Padmdvatt —on lotus, 3 eyes, ho ding d red lotuses. 

Jyislhd —on lotus, red clothes, - arm? —kaiasa, golden pot, 

pas'a and amkus'a. 

Triputd—S'rim, Hrim, Klim. 3 eyes, on satkbna, 6 hands— 

2 lotuses, pas'a, amkus'a, bow, arrow. Or, red 
colour, 4 hands—pas'a, amkus'a, bow, arrow. 

f Nitydklinnd —red clothes, 3 eyes, crescent, 4 arms—pfts'a, 
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am k-js 'a, cup, abhaya ; on a lotus. Or—flower 
arrow, p&s’a. arhkus'a, sugarcane new, on a lotus. 

Trati 5 ky a rnbhand — on 5 petal lotus, 6 arms, from, left up — 

pfis'a, aihkus'a. kalpavalli, skull aur :v.-o hands 
with vina. 

Sammohatia — red. red clothes, 3 eyes, crescent. r.j * : lower 

lotus, upper p&s'a, left up srni, lower skull. 

Vanhivasiiu- 3 e; es. ? arms: red lotus. i rugnr-nane 

bow, full moon in left hands, kaln&ra. betna- 
s :mgu. flower arrow and matuiumga in rant 

t - / 

— c 

Vajr ap' r as:a*-i*i — u. Vajresbar!—red, red clothes. 3 eyes 

4 arms with p#s'a, arhkus'a, sugar-cane bow uri 
pomegranate flower arrow. 

V dgvadini klinnd —as above. 

S'ivadHti —Red clothes, 3 eyes, 3 arms—left pas’a. s n eid, 

mace, jewel cup: right —amkus'a, sword : Kaih&ra, 
lotus. 

Tv.iritd —with peacock crest, umbrella and flag made of 

peacock feathers, eunjs, garland, abhaya hastas. 

Bhayahard —left cakra, right s'amkha. 

’ lahdntdya —3 eyes, on a lion, naked, near a jewelled pillar, 

4 arms— right up sword, lower rosary, left up 
abhaya, lower vara. 

Traildkya stambhani —pitambara, crescent, gold throne. 4 

hands, right lower mudgara, right up p&s’a. left 
lower jihvS, left up vajraka. 

Bagaldmukht —or Brahmastra Vidya ; pitambara, on s.mha- 

sana, holding mudgara, and vairijih- a. itt — 
s'atrupidana, right —gada. Or — 2 armed w tn s': la 
and parvata. Or— on lotus, crescent, or. s r.~asana, 
4 arms left up amkus'a, lower vara, rosary and 
lotus. Or — from right hands pas's- abhaya, 
rosary, lotus; on par crp rata. 

Kali varieties —Kalika— S'yftma. dishes'elled hair, naked, 4 

arms—left up skull*, lower sword, right lower 
abhaya, right up vara; with mundamftli, corpses 
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as ear orn-aments, canines, hands of corpses as 
waist-banc. trampling on corpse of Mahade a or 
Mahakala. Or—in midst of funeral fire, serpent 
upavita. - arms—skull, swore, ara, abhaya. 

Kalika—(according, to Kalimata) eka a a - uni-. ~l i. 

n&gah&ra, black clothes and tiger sk r .e:‘: fee: :n 
corpse, right on lion which licks 2 corpses. A arm r 
right sword and 2 lotuses (?), left kartri and karpara 

Guiiva Kali—like Daksina. 

Bhadra Kali—black, black clothes, canines, smiling, nago- 
pavita, crescent, ekajata, on nSgas'ayya, garland 
of 51 skulls. 1.000 headed Ananta over head, snakes 
on m s :« ani over arms—Taksaka on left wrist, 
Anaeta on r.gn: vris:. 1 hands. corpses as ear 
ornaments,, serpen: ro_n v s. 

Tara —cursed by ■ asistha—EkajatS—pram I c . posture, 

mu&lini.i, short, heavy sumac:., vy&ghra* 
carma. - hands—left, sw:-ro and kartri, right, 
skull and lotus. Aksobhya :n read: white bones 
as patt ma on forehead : on a corpse. 

Ugra Tara—P:a:; i idha on corpse. - 'and* with sword, 
lotus, kartri, skull ; hair blue and yellow with 
serpents. 

Yoginis of Tara—Mahakali, Rudrani, Bhayi. Ymi . Bhima, 
Gn5r4. Bhramari, MahSratri, Saprarr.i, Astami, 
Bhairai L 

Nila Sarasvatl—crescent, one leg or pas'u. - hands—bell, 
skull, s'ula, sword ; Or on a rauki coaty snake 
ornaments, 4 hands with kartri. skull, cup, 
tris'fila. mundainala, 3 eves. 

l 

Vagvadini—Citres’vari, Kula;a. K.Irtis*vari. Antariksa 
SarasvSti, Ghata Sarasvatl, X:l4. Kmi Sarasvfiti. 

Asta Tarfts—(according to Maya Tantra)—Tara, Ugra, 
Mahogra, Vajra, Nila. Sarasvati, Karnes'vari, 
Bhadra kali. Tara—dark, 3 eyes, 2 arms with 
2 lotuses, 2 feet on ;ewelled sandals. 
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Gayatri — Red. - face?. - hands—danda kundika, rosary, 

abhaya. 

Sdvitri —yellow, 4 fa r?. 4 hands—cakra. -'amkha,. mace, 

lotus. 

Sarasvati —white, 5 e> 4 hands—tanka, rosary. abhaya, 

vara. 

Bhuvanekvari—3 eye?, crescent. _ nand?—»ef: wire 'evelled 

cup. z.zzi —lotus, left foot on jewelled pot. Or— 
4 bands—right lower •.• ana. _pper .ecus, left op— 
jewei cop. left lower—abhaya, seated on reh .otus, 
“ss:*:;; Or—- canes right up amkus'a. right 
lower vara, right up p&s’a, lower abhaya. 

Bhcurort- -Tripura 1 : red clothes, skull garland, rc??.rj nyg, 

abhaya, vara; on a lotus, 3 eyes, crescent. 

Sampatprada®—crescent, skull garland, 3 eye', red cictbes, 
left —book, abhaya ; right—rosary and vara. 

Kaulesa bhairavl,—Bhaya Vidhvatnsinl, Sakai a triddnida®, 
Caitanya®, Karnes'vari®, Satkuta®. Bnc ga moksada- 
nitya®, Rudr&®, Bhuvanesvari®. 

Caitanya®—crescent, red clothes, right—pasa. amkusa, left— 
skull and vara. 

Satkfita 0 —reddish, skul’ ca: and, 4 hand?—pasa, athkusa, 
book,rosary. 

Rudra®—crescent, 3 eyes, skuk garland, red clothes, on ?ava 
simhSsana; '.0 arms—trisula, damaru, sword, 
shield, pinaka. sara pasa, amkusa, book, ros-ary. 

Annapumesvari® — crescer.:. c travastra, 3 eyes ; locking at 
white, five faced 4ria dancing; worshipped by 
Bhu, S'rl—giving food. 


Chinna masta :—Pracanda candika-in the sun s i holding 

own head in left hand, hanging rongne. drinking 
blood gushing from r.er own throat, r.gr: band— 
Kartri; skull garland, naked, praryi id ha, snake 
upavita, feet over infatuated Kfima ; girl of 16. 
To the left Dakini. right—Yarninl— 13 years old, 
naked, drinking the Devi’s blood, holding skull 
and Kartri or sword and kartri. 

r 
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Dhumfivati—darii clothes, disheve led hair, vidhava, drooping 

breasts- holding sfirpa and dhvaja, on K&ka- 

dhvajaratha, quarrelsome, long nose (or hair on 
body). 

Bhadra Kail —starved, sunken eyes, biacieoec race c >;ev*l e. 

hair, weeping (smiling), black teem, z : : sacifec 
with food, threatening to swallow the wbcie 
world, 2 hands holding 2 pasas. (S’masina KjC 
according to K&lika tantra). 

Maha Kail—5 faces, 3 eyes each, snake-ornament, 8 arms, 
right sakti, sula, bow, arrow, left shield, sword, 
vara, abbaya. Surrounded by Astamatrs (7 + 
Can-i.ia . Or — on lion, skull garland, 4 arms— 
dame, i: Aia&ca. cakra. s’amkha. (?). 

Smas'ana Enaravi — devouring corpses 

Jvalanialic:— surrounded by \uitures. 

Kamal&ksi far ikarsana)—3 eyes, crescec:, right — lotus 
left— rosary. 

Kakatundl —with white beak. 

■ * 

Yaksinis —Madhuri atl —on manipir .a. 2 lotuses in 2 hands. 

Kum&rika —2 hands —vara, abhaya. 

Yandi Devi—ca:.-c, vara, abhaya, para-atra. handhamocana. 

Vata yaks nl — red clothes, black, residing :n \ ata, 2 hands— 
here, leaves and areca nuts. 

Madana mekhala — in campakavana, on simbasana, red 
clothes. 

Vis'aia— for long life. 

Matangi —Rajsnatangl—in nectar ocean, rarna dvipa, ratna 

mantapa, ratna simhasara. ; petal-lotus; dark, 
kadambamala, crescent, yctre. 2 arms with S'uka, 
s'ankat?); or yellow colour. Or— with Rati on 
right and Priti on left: holding paia and arhkusa; 
white or dark ; or — d hands —sugar-cane bow, 
flower arrows, guna. srni, abhaya, vara ; Or — with 
Laksmi— padma or cinmudra, book, bow and 
arrow. Or— dark, w.th mirror, ratna dipa, fan, 
betel creeper, whisk, parasol, suka, sarika, jewel 


cup, vina, talavrnta ; Or—4 hands—p&sa, amkus'a, 
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vara, abhaya : Or —sword, shield. s'ula. skull ; Or— 
pas'a, amkus'a. lotus and paddy-ears. Or—gold 
cup, jewel cup, vara, abhaya. 

Matangi—on jewelled r:o Be, blue, with s'uka. s.c : s'arika; 

vina in hands, b’ack dress holding vina : ’• ?oi on 
amsa, ho’ding vtni. 

Gauri — G&ndhSiu . sya. \ ijaya, Parvati — 5 eyes "—cent, 
pas'a, ainkus'a. 

SumukhI on a corpse, guna garland. 

Uccista candi. _ hands — skul. ard sword. Or—red clot ts. 

*ip • * 

with not in hard, s'fiia. 

Bhuvana E -a% cm-carl — black, on simha ; 3 eyes, black d'ess. 

4 rands—trisnla, cakra, cup, Khatvanga accord r g 
to Aus'anasa Tantra and Cyavana). Oreo elephant. 

arahi —Nigraha®—on lotus, boar-face, black, with gar.and of 
runda and mutjda, 4 hands—plough, rr.usala. vara, 
abhaya. 

Dhumra®—Grey, devouring pas'u —enemy, boar race 

Astra 1 —Grey, devouring pas'u— enemy, boar face. 

Pancami, Vartali. 

Svapna V&rahi®—nila, on a horse, earth on tip of canine, 
4 hands—pas'a. arbkus'a, sword, shield. 

bfirari—Red, binding sfidhva with pas'a. 

Karnapisaci — on c tasara. r uniamftla; under a Badari tree 

appears; wearing cc~rseand bone garland. Or — 
short, red eyes, dark, big stomach, red tongue. 
4 hands—vara, abhaya. 1 skulls, on a corpse 

Svapuesvart" white, on golden throne, 4 bands with ara, 

abhaya, 2 lotuses. 

iltclCi —red clothes, black (naked 1- , on a donkey, h hards :th 

s'urpa and marjanika. 

Kalcnairl —red, 4 arms—right—kr.ga and vara, left — ernvana 

and adhodanda, 3 eyes, dishevelled r.a:r, peacock 
feathers on head, madacaturi. 

S 'arada -on simh&sana, 3 eyes, f arms—lotus, prisa, s'ula, 

kalas'a, \*yuhaka pas'a ; Or—s'ula, prasa, padma 
pas'a, kalas'a (vara ?). 
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VAI^TAVA IMAGES 

Narayana (?) pitambara, from left lower cakra, dara, gads, 
lotus—left up. S'rl, Bhu and S'aranga. Or-padma, 
s'amkha, gada, cakra. 

Kes'ava—right lowei—lotus, upper s'amkha, left lower cakra. 

VSsudeva—(white), Sarhkarsana (yellow), Pradyumna (black) 
Aniruddha(blue)—all with pitambara, dara, cakra, 
gada, padma. Narayana with Bharat!, S'ri, and 
Bhn—according to Mahakapila Pancaratra, 8 arms, 
on Garuda, white—for destroying poison, disease 
and death. 

Laksmi Narayana — according to Rudra yamala,, pitam¬ 
bara, lotus, with Laksmi, 4 arms. VSsudeva—in 
milk ocean, under Kalpa tree, on ratna manca, 
white, pitambara, 4 hands—left up mace, right up 
cakra, right lower-lotus, left lower—s'amkha. 
According to Hayas'irsa Pancaratra —right up 
cakra, lower lotus, left up mace, lower—s'amkha. 

Laksmu Vasudeva:—white, embracing S'ri who holds left 

I 

mirror, jewel pot and likhita and kamala. The god— 
lotus, mace, s'amkha, cakra. 

Harihara—(as Laksmi Narayana)—half white, half black, 
4 hands—right up s'ula, discus, right lower 
s'arhkha, abhaya. 

Dadhi Vamana—according to Sarasathgraha —white, on 
white lotus under white umbrella, embraced by S'ri 
and Bhu ; 2 hands—left—cup of rice and curd, 
right—golden nectar pot. 

Yajnes'vara Vamana—white, on lotus, 4 arms with danda, 
nectar-pot, curd-rice with pickles and gold cup. 

Bhoga Vamana—as above. 

Hayagriva—according to Sarasathgraha —white, on white 
lotus, horse-face, 4 hands from right 'up to right 
lower—rosary, lotus, book, abhaya. Or—4 arms 
—left up conch, right up cakra, 2 hands on jSnu ; 


horse faced; with the Vedas around— 

Rg Veda—white, ass face, 2 arms with rosary, abhaya. 
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Yajur Veda—yellow, goat face, 2 arms with rosary, Kulis’a, 

Sama Veda—blue, horse face, 2 arms with rcsary, Kumbha, 

Atharva Veda— white, monkey face, 2 arms with rosary, 
Kumbha. 

For poetic ability— horse face, on lotus, 4 hands from right 
lower to left upper—lotus, rosary, book and vara. 

Varaha Adi 0 —(S'veta 0 ) 8 arms, right up cakra, left up 

s'amkha, below them in order, right up sword, 
left, shield ; right, mace, left, s'akti ; right, vara, 
left, abhaya ; with Bhu on damstra. Or — black, 
emerging from sea, Bhu on white damstra. 

Varaha— seated on lotus, black, black face, Bhu or. ,ap, 
4 hands from left up to right up— s amkha. mace, 
lotus, cakra; surrounded by Bhu, S'ri, Rati and 
Kant! who hold shield and sword. 

Bhudevi—dark, on lotus, 4 arms— 2 lotuses, paddy-ears, and 
s'uka from left up to left lower. 

Sudarkana —8 arms right up cakra, left up dara, 2 lower — 

mace, lotus, 2 lower musala, bow ; 2 lower pSs'a 
and srni (i.e. amkus'a). Rathapada Hari, with fierce 
canines and cakra mudra. 

Srikara Visnu —from left lower—mace, lotus, upper—s'amkha, 

cakra. 

Trailokya Sam,,whaM 1 PurusOttama-red, 4 hands-fron, 

Mahd Satmnohana I left up to left lower—s'amkha, cakra, 

gada, padma 

(cf. Rupamandana. Ch III. v. 66-2. 16 arms, 4 faces of man 

Narasimha, boar, woman ; on Garuda—See below Krsna). 

Hrsikeia — on Garuda, white, 4 hands—left up to ieft lower 

s'amkha, cakra, gada, padma. 

Sridhara —in milk ocean, on lotus, and Garuda. 4 hands—ari, 

dara, gada, kamala. 

Acyuta 1 together!?)—4 hands, on garuda, with S'ri and 

Atlanta h Bhu, s'amkha, cakra, abhaya, vara. 

Govinda J 

Nrsimha — Ugra c : — 2 hands on janu, 3 eyes, right up cakra 

left up s'amkha, 2 hands (?) holding Daitya’s teeth 
and tongue. 
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S'anta 0 :—with Laksmi on left lap who embraces him with 
right and holds lotus in left hand. 

For stambhana—black clothes, golden body, s’amkha, cakra. 
For Vas'ya—sindura colour, lotus, mace, conch, discus. 

For marana—black, 3 eves, entrail garland, tearing Daitya’s 
heart, 4 arms—conch, disc, mace, sword. 

For UQQatana —blue, s'amkba, cakra, mace, loppadanda. 

For akarsana—with his goddess, conch, disc, sword, pfts'a. 

For pusti—s'abala colour, 3 eyes, conch, disc, mace, abhaya. 
For treasure—with Laksmi, conch, cakra, mace, nidhi. 

For vidya—white, pitambara, pas'a, aihkus'a in upper and 
conch and shield in lower hands. 

For every purpose—with Laksmi, 8 arms—right, discus, sword 
mahapadma, musala; left, conch, shield, mace, bow. 
Laksmi stands right, Tusti on left. 

For Krura Karma—as Rudra—entrail garland, snake upavita, 
five faces, with crescents, blue neck, 3 eyes in each face, 
10 arms—rosary, mace, lotus, conch, bow, musala, discus, 
sword, s'ula, arrow. 

For averting disease—16 arms--2 tearing; 2 lifting entrails, 
2 s'amkha, cakra; 2 bana and capa; 2 sword and shield, 

2 mace and lotus, 2 pas'a and amkus'a, 2 on the head of 
the enemy. 

For big undertakings—Right side-2, cakra and sword, 2, parasu, 
pasa, 2, hala, musala, 2, abhaya, arhkusa, 2, pattisa, bhindi- 
vala, 2, Kheta, tomara, 1, mudgara. Left side—conch, 
sword; pas'a, s'ula; agni and vara, s'akti, kundika ; bow, 
tarjani mudr&; mace, damaru ; one—sarpa ; 2 hands on 
the enemy's janu, 2 on head, 2 on feet, 2 up-lifted holding 
entrails, 2 lower tearing=36 hands. 

For destroying fear, poison, death and mukharoga—on Garuda, 

3 eyes, pitambara, 4 hands—discus, conch, abhaya, vara; 

Or—red, 3 eyes, canines, 8 arms,* from right up—discus, 
conch, guna, srni, Kulis'a, mace and 2 in d&rana mudra. 
For curing fevers—3 eyes, mane, 4 hands from left up to left 
lower—conch, disc, sword, shield. 


www. s rikanta- sastri. org 


Page 27 









'Iconography ofSri ViilyarnavaTantra" (1944) by Dr S. Srikanta Sastri 


28 

Laksmi Nrsimha — on S'esa’s hood, with serpent hoods over 

head, white, embracing Laksmi ; + hands—dara, 
ari, kamala, abhaya from right lower to left lower. 

Jvala Nrsimha I for exorcising demons, fevers. 

/■ on cakrasana, 4 hands holding 4 cak- 

Sudarasana Nrsimha j ras ; 3 eyes, open mouth. 

Sri Rama —On padm&sana near Sarayu, dark, in virasana 

with jnana mudra. Or—on puspa latfcsana, 
embraced by Sita, holding vyajana, Laksmana 
with arrow sheath; Or —with jata; Or with 
Laksmana holding parasol; Or—seated in puspaka. 
Or — as S'iva with Kaparda, s'ula, 3 eyes and 
crescent ; with bow and arrow, or with Sita on left, 
Laksmana on right, on puspaka simhasana, jatft- 
makuta. 

Sita Bhagavati—{D with crescent, 4 arms—pas'a, athkusa, 

bow, arrow ; 3 eyes. 

Hanumant as Rudra murti — white, with Kundalas, 2 hands 

in anjali in front of Rama or S'iva, on 8 petal lotus; 
with Kaupina, making fierce noices like kinkiia, 
bhumbhuka, etc. 

Gdpala —on yoga pitha and 8 petal—red lotus, Krsna, with 

mayura pincha, utpala karnapura, kaustubha, 
s'rivatsa, pitambara, feet marked with svastika, 
etc. holding flute, gOpis dancing, cows. 

Sri Kr$na —on ratna simhasana, padmasana, janghas near kati, 

blue, child adorned with tiger-claw, holding butter 
lump, surrounded by gopi, gdpala and go : in the 
morning worship. 

Midday-*blue, mayura pincha, ratnakundala, pitam¬ 
bara, vanam&la etc; right hand—venu, left — 
s'amkha and vetra. 

Afternpon— evening or night :—In DvSraka in a 
mantapa in midst oi a tank, seated on lotus, with 
makuta, pitambara, 4 arms — dara, ari, gada, 
padma, surrounded by 16,000 wives or rsis to 
whom he is imparting instruction. 
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A dvaitartha vicar'hna munivaryibhya tu I 
dtmarupam param tijo dihantam mantra gauravatl 

Bala Krsna —as in the lap of mother or as dancing on the 

hoods of K&liya; or blue, with vyaghra nakha, 
holding in left curds and right—rice mixed with 
milk. 

Krsna —as woman, pitambara, dark, 4 hands right up—sphatika 

rosary, left up—book and 2 hands playing on the 
flute which is S’abda Brahmaika venu. (Cp. 
Krsna = S'amkara in Rupa mandana). 

Krsna —left hand, gold rod, right—embracing Rukmini on 

his lap. Rukmini’s left hand~-lotus. 

K\sna —with S'lkhipincha, left venu, right—stick and pas'a 

among cows. 

Krsna —on ratna simhSsana in midst of cows ; right—stick, 

left—s'athkha; to his right Rukmini, left Satya- 

bh&m5, front, Indra and Surabhi; Gods pouring 

amjta from pots. Visvaksena and 8 Lokapalas— 

Kumuda, Kumudaksa, Pundarika, YSmana 

S'ankukarna, Sarvanetra, Sumukha and Supra- 

tisthita. 

* • 

KrSna —as five years old—blue, with Yas'oda, surrounded 

by Rukmini, Saty5, Laksmana, jSmbavati. 

Krsna —as Bala Gopala—on a lotus, blue, Rurunakha on 

throat, two hands—butter and payasa. 

Krsna —Under Kalpavrsksa, on gold swing, eating curds 

and payasa. 

K?sna —On simh&sana, 8 arms—embracing left Rukmini, 

right Saty&, lotus, mace, discus, conch and 2 hands, 
holding a flute near the mouth. 

Santana Gopala —restoring dead son to the Brfihmana, 

4 arms — left up conch, discus, mace, lotus, pitam¬ 
bara, mayura pincha : Or—child on a red lotus on 
lapl being embraced by the would-be mother. 
{Putratv'bna vibhavaym muraripum putrdrthini, 
kdmint). 
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Jagatsammohana Krsna —In Vrndavana on ratna simbasana, 

feet on left shoulder of Garuda, a arms—from right 
up to lower m order—cakra, s'arhkha, sjni, pas’a, 
flower-arrow, sugar-cane bow, lotus, mace; on left 
lap Laksmi embracing him and holding sugar¬ 
cane bow, in white clothes. 

Tratldkya m5hana z —{as above) But in RupamandanalCh. Ill, 

60-2) 16 arms, right; mace, disc, goad, arrow, sakti, 
cakra (?) vara; pestle, noose, bow, co~:n, iotus, pot, 
horn —2 hands in yoga mudra, 4 faces. 

Kama 9 —red, red clothes, on red lotus, 4 hands from left up to 

left lower—pas'a, amkus'a, sugar-cane bow, flower 
arrows. 

Pratfava 9 — as Hari, on lotus, 4 arms—discus (left lower), 

s'arnkha, lotus, mace (right lower). 

Kartavirya —according to Uddamares'vara Tantra—golden 

garland, red clothes and turban, 500 hands with 
bows, 500 with arrows, seated in a chariot, sur¬ 
rounded by heroes with swords, shields, bows and 
arrows. 

11 varieties: In M&hismati, sporting in the 
waters of Reva; Havana in prison ; in Durbar on 
ratna simhSsana, w ith bow, arrow, armour, sword, 
pas'a etc. surrounded by ministers; or in a chariot 
drawn by 1,000 horses, surrounded by the army; 
Or—on a white elephant; or with 1,000 lotuses in 
hands, or in yOgaon a lotus. Or—red clothed, red 
eyed, on black elephant and cakra, arrow, bow, 
musala, sword, ku$hara, pas's, prasa, shield, 
s'amkha in each hundred hands from right up. 

SAURA IMAGES 

Surya —on lotus, red, with Kundalas, 2 lotuses m upper hands, 

abhaya and dana; or 2 red lotuses, vara abhaya, 
3 eyes—as female, crescent on head, 4 hands from 
right up to right lower amkus'a, guna, vara, abhaya, 
cool body; Vis'ves'ika Bhuvanes'vari; Or—on 
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red lotus, 3 eyes, 4 hands—2 lotuses, vara, abhaya : 
Or— as ArdbanSris'vara, 4 hands—"guna, tanka 
abhaya, vara; on a red lotus, 
as MSrtanda Bhairava— 5 mortis :—Siirya, Bhas- 
kara, Bhanu, Ravi, Divakara : 3 eyes, gold-yellow- 
red colour, pearl necklace, S arms — right up 
Khafvanga, ari, guna, rosary, lotus ; left upp-ei — 
s'akti, amkus'a, KapSla and embracing S'aktu Or 
4 faces—3 eyes each. 

Candra —on white lotus, pearl necklace, 2 hands, left, white 

lotus, right, vara ; with black spot, with S'aktis; 
Rohini, Kfttika, Revati, Bbarani, Ratri, Ardra, 
JyotsnS with anial! hastas. 

Kuja— red clothes, left hard on ;&nu. right, abhaya. 

Budha — yellow' clothes, left hand on jacu, right abhaya. 

Guru — Golden clothes, right hand pointing to jewel and gold 

cloth, left to vastu r&s'i; 

Sukra — White clothes, right hands, svarna bbSljda, left, 

cinmudrS. 

Sani— Blue clothes, left hand on janu, right, abhaya. 

Rahu —Grey clothes, serpent body, anjali hasta. red eyes. 

Ketu —Black clothes, hand on left thigh, and abhaya. 

Agni —3 faces. 6 hands —s'akti, svastika, pas'a. amkus'a, vara, 

abhaya: or 8 hands—s'akti, svastika, darbha, 
rosary: sruva, sruk, abhaya,vara, with gold garland. 
With 9 S'aktis — Pita, S'vetS, Aruna, Dhumra, 
Tivr&, Sphulingini, Rucira, Jvaiini, (?). Or —Agni 
like a horse born out of Hem&s'vatha, shedding 
from flame-like hair dhana, dh&nya etc. 

S'AIVA IMAGES 

S'ivci —white, crescent, five faces, 3 eyes each, tiger skin, 

4 hands—right up paras'u (tanka), lower—vara; 
left up—deer, lower abhaya, seated on lotus. Or— 
red colour, 4 hands— right up s'ula, lower—vara, 
left up skull, lower, abhaya; 3 eyes, on his left thigh 
Parvati embracing, with left—red lotus. 
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Sadds'iva — Five faces, 3 eyes each, crescent, jatamakuta, 

seated on lotus, white, 10 arms—right tris'ikha, 
tanka, vajra, sword, fire; left— sarpa, bell, srni, 
pas'a, and abbaya. Or—one face, 4 hands, right 
up tanka, lower vara, left up—deer left lower on 
Parvati on left thigh. 5 aspects as avarana 
devatas 

West. Sadydjata —4 faces, 3 eyes each, 4 hands — Veda, rcsary, 

abbaya, vara. 

North. Vltnadcia — 4 faces, 3 eyes each, 4 hands, — abhaya, 

vara, tanka, rosary. 

South. Agitora —4 faces, 5 eyes each, 8 hands,—rosary, Veda, 

pas'a, arfckus'a, damaru, khatvanga, tris'ikha, skull. 

East. Tatpurufa —4 faces, 3 eyes each, 4 hands,—visa, vara, 

abhaya, axe, n&gopavita. 

Centre. Ikdna — 5 faces, 3 eyes each. 10 arms,—rosary. Veda, 

pas'a, arhkus'a. damaru, kbatvSnga, tris'ula, skull, 
abhava. vara. 

v * 

Dak^inamiirti —Vata tree at foot of Himalaya, ratna simha- 

sana; white, crescent in jatamakuta, virasana, 
3 eyes, concentrated on tip of nose, seated on white 
lotus, 4 hands— right up tanka, lower, vyakhyfi 
mudra, left up deer, lower on left janu. Snake 
ornament, surrounded by Sanaka, Sanandana, 
Sanatana, Sar.atkuir.5ra, S'uka, Jsbali, Narada, 
Vyasa. 

Or — on white lotus, crescent and Gangs on head, 

3 eyes, nagSbharana, 4 hands—right up pearl 
rosary, lower—JSana mudra, left up sudhakurr.bha, 
lower, book, right foot on sahasrara. S S'aktis — 
Parvati, SubhagS. Bhadra, Kriya, S'Snti, Raudri, 
Kali and Vallabha. Or, under Nyagr5dha, mani- 
kirita, pearl necklace, 4 hands— mudrS. book, fire, 
serpent. 

Mrtyumjaya —on white lotus, white, crescent, kaparda, 3 eyes 

4 hands, right up jnSna mudra, lower, rosary, left 
up pas'a, lower, Veda. 
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As, Aghorastra devata—black, canines, 3 eyes, 
4 hands from right up damaru, shield, bow, skull; in 
Kamva—red, in abhic&ra, red. in nigraha and 
bhukti-mukti —pearl white. 

Pampati — see ante. 

NUakatjtha —for poisons—golden, crescent, snake ornament. 

4 hands, right up rosary, right lower s'uia, left up — 
skull, lower, khatvanga, five faces, 3 eyes each, 
tiger skin, seated on lotus. Or, 4 faces, east white, 
north yellow, west red, south black, 4 hands right 
ic vet abhaya, up vara, left up bow, lower 
Yasuki (?), Gauri on side. 

Cintamavi — as Ardhan&ris'vara : left reddish body, threat blue, 

snake, Ganga and crescent on head, pleasing left 
halt, fierce right half, separated garments, adorned 
.with mala and lapa ; 4 hands— let: up pas'a, lower- 
lotus. right up tris'ula, lower skuii. Or with 8 arms 
—on r-ght side from top paras’u. sword, fire, arrow ; 
left—snake, tris'ikha, skull, bow. S'iva on side— 
red. red clothes, 3 eves, lev el ornaments. 16 s'Slas 
in I A rands (?) 

Tumburu Rvdm — 4 faces, 4 arms—right up srn:. lower —khat¬ 
vanga. left up pas'a, lower— skuii. red clothes, 
Hpita nasika, 8 S'akti?—YamS Jvestha. Raudri, 
Iccha. DurbhagS, SubhaeS. KarSli, Mohini. 

Kampala — biack. upright yellow jata. 3 rour.i eyes, naked ; 

2 hands —mace and skuii. $ Kinkaras —Anala, 
Agnikes'a, Karala, Ghaatikara’. a, Mahftkfjpa, 
Pis’itSs’a, Pingfiksa. i rdhvakes'a. 

Vatnka Rhairava — 


Satvika forms—white, 2 eyes, white clothes,2 hands—right, 
tris'ikha, left, danda ; like a vatu. Or right danda, 
left—sku ll, Or 4 hands—tris'ula, pas’a. dapda. 


www. s rikanta- sastri. org 


Page 33 







‘Iconography ofSri VidyarnavaTantra" (1944) by Dr S. Srikanta Sastri 


34 

kamandalu: 3 eyes, blue neck, pearl necklace, 
•s attendants — Asitanga, Ruru, Canda, Krodha. 
I’nmatta. Bhairava. Kapali, Bhtsana. Sambara. 

In Vira sadhana in a cemetry—Bha'.r?. ?- appears 
with K> Mitras—Kulis'a,Sukulls'a, Jamitra. Rama- 
Iha, N b-a. Pracanda, Candakes'a, Cand^-wa, 
Camara. CamatkSra, Canca’a. Carubhusa. C.-.ni- 
kara. Car vaha, Kita.a : and rr \ has Canda. 
Pracanda. Crdha Kes'a. Bhisana. A bhisana, 

* m 

\ v5 r.ake^’a, Yy5rr.v.aha, \ yoma \ yftpaka. 


RS u^a :or::;-—Red, 3 eyes, crescent, red clothe? errs- 
ments, 4 hands right up, s'ula, lower, abhaya. iett 
up skull, lower, vara. Or right hand? tr sa'a. 
abhaya ; left skull and vara 


T&masa form?—black, skr.l 


garland, ere? *€:*:. -low 


hair, naked. 3 eye?, bands right damaru, ?rai,ie!t— 
sword, s'ula: Or. abhaya, naga, pa?'?.. ghanta, skull, 
(?) from upper to lo ver in order ; fir —2 hands, right 
abhaya, left—vara. 

Ctindihwa —'red, 3 eves, red xhes. crescent, 4 rand-—-right 

lower rosary, tr — Pfiia, left lower tanka, upper 


Kamanda’i:. 


Tryambaka —(Mftyu Sar.jivir: \*idya of 33 aksara? arc 33 

gods). In Kailasa, on white lotus, crescent 3 eye*. 
6 hands (?), 2 with Kaiasa pouring amrta on head, 
2 with deer arc rosary, 2 holding nectar pc: on 
thigh. 

.According to S'arada Til aka : — 

ifd‘.a :k Sun —Rama, Vis'va, Arya,Dhara. S’akti?; 

Mahad-va in Moon — Raka, \ :dya Prajna, UmS „ 

Bhava in Earth — Prabha, Sita, Pratibha, Pavani (S'aktis) 
S'arva in Watet —JyOtsna, Prahva, Medha, Padma, „ 
Rudra in Fire —POraft, SftrS, S'anti, S'antft., „ 
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L'gra in Vayu Ira —Usa umal, Sandhya, Kami. Amogba ,. 
Bhinta in Aka'-a — Purani, S'iva, Dhrti, Ajaya. 

Pax’upati in yajamana — Sudha, Nisa. Mati, Amala 

Some reverse the order of Bhava and S'arva hut it 
is not so because of the order m ’* Bbavant ca Kara- 
bhadram ca S'arva lit ca Khagalamapi 

In Vaststha Kaipa, the 33 deities of 33 vatna: - • 

Tryambaka mantra are : 

S Vasits —Dhruva, Adhvara, Soma, Apa, Amia, Anala, Prat- 

vusa. Prabhasa. 


11 Rndras —\ irabhadra. S’ambhu. Giris'a. Ekapat. Ahir- 

budhnya, Pinaki. Bhir anadhis’vaia. Kapali, Dik- 

pati, Sthanu, Bharga. 

12 Adityas — Dhatr, Aryama, Mitra, Varuiia. A-i.s it, Bhaga. 

Vivas- Jin. Iudra, Pusa, Parian' T.asta, Visnu, 

1 Prajapati. 

1 \ asatkara. 

m m 

Elsewhere Makd-'.-iyitmjaya — unite. 3 r>cr. i taces, Ganga, 

crescent on head, Kapalamaia, . . yogasana, tiger 
skin, snake ornament, 4 hands let: — ..biiaya and 
kapaia. right—varaand tris # ulaor ar*_ = two hands 
with Kalasas etc; on left amka — Ga-ti Caiidf, 

3 eyes. 4 hands—lotus, mirror. \ara. abhaya. 


Gayatri Vidylx —b'arada tilaka— nia-rta . :.i • :. inanil a 

etc. attds from lowest :. pa:r= — .ara, abhaya; 
arakus'a. kas'a; pas'a. Kapaia: Guna (gada?) 
s'arhkha, cakra, 2 lotuses. 

Gayatri tiras —as Visitu ovei disc, o\tr moon a:.d Pve 

mandaias, in vahnipara. on ^ petal Inti^ : ay for 
sann vasins. 
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Aksaras of Ga>atri— 

36 

• • f; 


¥ 

% 

A k sara 

Colour 


Sakti 


Location 

Tat 

Yellow, on lotus.s'anta tnnurti- 
rupa ... ... 

PrahJadinj 

l 

1 

Earth 

Sa 

Atasi, on louts 

• • • 

Prabha 


Water 

Vi 

Ivapila, on lotus ... 

... j 

Nitya 


1 Fire 

Tuh 

Indranila 

1 

«•! 

Vis'vabhadrii 


Air 

Va 

Fierv 

m * * 

Vilasini 


Sky 

Re 

White 

* ■ « 

Prabhavati 


GantL 

Ni 

White 

• » » 

Java 



Yam 

Taraka with car ira r kha 

m m m 

S’anta 


Rupa 

Bha 

hhck ... 

m ft • 

Kama 


Spars a 

Kgo 

Red, on lotus 

■ * * 



Sabda 

De 

Red, on lotus 

• • • 

Sarasvati 


Vak 

Va 

b :e 

m mm 

Yis'vamaya 


Hasta 

Sva 

Golden Yellow 

m • • 

Vis ales'a (?) 


Upastha 

Dhi 

White 

■ * » 

Vyapini 


Pay u 

Ma 

Padmaraga 

Itt 

Vimaia 


Pat 

Hi 

conch-white 

* 4 f 

Tauiopahr riui 


Sr:: 

Dhi 

Pa^idura, on lotus... 

»»« 

Suksma 


Vaktra 

Yo 

, red 

• • P 

Vis' vayoni 


Cak ; i 

Yo 

red 

* m ■ 

Jayavaha 


Jibva 

Nail 

Pra 

colour of rising sun. east face... 

Padmalava 

w* 


iihran: 

colour of nilotpla, -•'T-l.i. 

Para 


Manas 

Co 

colour of gorocana vello 
face 

rorrh 

* • • 

S obhu 


Ahamka rif 

Da 

White, west face 

* * * 

B e ad rat u pa 


Mahat 

Vat 

tricolour S'ira 

mmm 

Trimurti 


3 Gunas 


Gayatri —at dawn—Brahmani - races, Rgrupa. girl form, on 

harnsa. 4 hands—rosary, pot, sruk, sruva — calied 

Gayatri. 

at noon — Rudranl. 1- years old, 3 eyes, tiger skin, 
yellow jata, crcs^er.:. cn bull, Yajnrupa, 4 hands — 
khatvanga, trisikha. rosary, valaya (?) abhaya : 
Savitri. 

at sum set—Vaisnavi on Garuda, pitambara. uark 
6 hands-—samkha. .akra, gada, abbava, rosary: 
Sarasvati. 

GANPATYA IMAGES 

Gaua; a'.;—according to PrayQ*. Sara: red. : . .othes a:.J 

ornaments, on red crescent, 3 eyes, short 

hands and feet, eleprant face, seiptr.t ornament, 
>- 4 hands, left uppas a. atbkus'a, dara. ara; bijapSra 

iu trunk. According to Surasaihgraha — 4 hands 
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—from right up amkus'a, guna, danta, vara : 
holding bijapura in trunk, on a pitha with Tivra 
and other S'aktis. 


His nine s'aktis—Tivra, Jialini, Xanda, Bhogada, 

Kamarupini, Ugra, 

nas'ini — according 

Astamatrkas : — 

• • 


1. Brahmi—Golden, deerskin, 
Mihes'vari—•'White, 

3. Kaumari—Indragbpa. 

4. Yaisnavi — Xila, 

t 1 r 

5. V&rahi—Anjana. 

6 . Indrani—Nila, 


Tejovati, Satya- Yighna- 
to Prapancasara. And 

from right lower rosary,abnaya, 
danda, pot. 

from right lower — tris'ikha, 
paras'u, damaru, skull. 

from left up guiia, khatvanga, 
danda. arhkus'a. 

from right upari. con .::, skull, 

bell. 

from right up haia, musala, 
sword, slueld. 

Jt 

from left up tomara. arhkus'a, 
vaira. vidyut. 


7. Camunda—Red. mundamala, from right up s'ula. Sow sword, 

left up skull, low human head. 

£5. Maha Laksmf—golden, from right low rosary.biiapura, 

skull, lotus. 


Viri Vighnes'a (See mile). Sindura colour. 3 eyes, crescent, 

4 hands—left up pas'a, right up aiikus'a, right 
lower embracing PuSti touching her Von: : gold-pot 
in trunk. Pusti holds a lotus in left hand; her right 
hand embracing the God : Or — !0 arms, from left 
lower bijipura, rrtace, bow, discus, rosary ; from 
right lower — lotus, pas'a, arrow, rada and jewel-pot 
(in the highest right hand). 3 eyes, tip of trunk in 
the Yoni of Pusti who has her hand on his linga. 

Laksmi Ganes'a—pit&mbara, 4 hands from right up to right 

lower—discus, conch, danta, abhaya ; gold-pot in 
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the trunk : 3 eyes, Laksini on his left up holding 
a lotus in left and embracing with right hand. 

S‘akti Ganapa—golden colour, 4 arms from left u: :o left lower 

pas'a, amkus'a, danta, bijapura; nv daka in the 
trunk (one variety). Or—right up pa.-’a. rosary, 
tooth, srni (left up.', modaka in trunk ; wtti S'akti, 
Or—from let up to left lower—pas'a, arhkus'a. 
kalpalata and visana, bijapura in trunk, 3 red e> es, 
crescent. Oi—as Heramba— riv e elephant faces, 
on a Hon, from right up tris'ula, left up amkus'a, 
right rosary, left mudgara, rignt skull, left tatbka^ 
right modaka, left rada, right abhaya, left dar .a : 
10 arms. Or—right and left lowest vara, abhaya, 
above them modaka, rada, over them paras'u, 
kapala; over them rosary, mudgara, over them 
amkus'a, trisula. 

Subrahmanya Ganapau — Li Brahmacarins : or. Sasirit:thi» 

red, red clothes and ornaments, 4 hands from right 
low lotus, left low abhaya, right up sakti, right 
low (?) cock. 

Malta Gaitapati—according to Stirasatngrah.: . in ocean of 

sugar-cane juice, ratnadvipa, under Farijata 
tree, jewel-throne 5 petal-lotus, m us centre 
trikona, on it god. 3 eyes, white, crescent, 10 arms 
from upper most left and right discus, conch ; lower 
pair trisikha, guna : sugar-cane bow and red lotus ; 
gada and paddy eai> : bijapura and rada ; the trunk 
pours jewels, pearis etc. from a jewelled net: em¬ 
braced by Sakti holding lotus in left. Or—from left 
upper to right lower according to Pr&yogasara— 
cakra, prasa, sugar-cane bow, gada. bijapura. tooth, 
vrihyagra, lotus, oasa and lotus prasa= trisula), 
pot in trunk. According to Gu* : >v.r> L i ParSmar- 
si ill from tight lower to ieit iower-gada, sula, 
sarakha, kalhara. tooth (on right side.); salvgra, 
pasa, cakra, sugar-cane bow, bijapura. 
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For different p'-pc-s-rs—Kamn karma, to capture elephants, 
for marana. aiya etc. For destroying obstacles —black, 
fierce, 3 eyes, ear? like camara, nagopavita, red clothes 
and ornament?, on a lotus, holding lotus, goad, pasa_ 
tooth, sakti, ma *-. vara, abja, sugar-care bov.% sa'agra. 
Or — arrow, bow. Kamandalu, modaka. pAt-a. iaki.. 
tomara, p&6a, sugar-cane, arihkusa. For Starr bear a — 
yellow, for vasya —red, for marana-biack. for ucci;?.na— 
dhumra, for strength and pusti—reddish, for gold— golden, 
for salvation—’white and as a muni. 

.4 

Bijapuri Ganipati—holding bijapura, gada, sugar-cane bow, 
trlsu a. -akra. sathkha, pasa, utpala, kalamagra and tooth; 
ratnaka.aia in trunk. 

Trailbkya n.oi ara Gant? a- e. ester.:. 3 eye?, from left 

ur to left lower — guna. srs . a:a. s-gar-cane, with 
trunk touching the yom of S'akt w-< ? dark, em- 
bra ~2 r.im touching the hnga arc hold ng lotus. 
Or— from right lower to left lower—lotus, srni, 
jewel-pot. and left lower hand oc yoni of S'akti. 

According to FakscnamnUya — ^Haridra Ganeia— 6 arms— 

pas’a. paras'u, vara, srni, KrMhamudra and abhaj'a 
on left and right ; on jewelled throne, yellow, 
yellow clothes and ornaments. 

According to Pur Sr niya —Vakratunda— red. 3 eyes, on red 

lout'. - -ands left up pas’a, arbkus’a. abhaya, vara. 
In Kimya karma — worshipped in fire. 3 eyes, on 
iotus, 4 arms, golden colour. 

According to Fttaramnaya — Uccistha Gane~ a— on lotus, 

unmatta, 3 eyes, red, 4 arms—pAs’amkus’a, moda- 
kapatra and danta. The ima^e should be made of 
the size of thumb from tre : x>t of S’vetSrka or 
markatikasta. Or— on red lotus, 4 hands—arrow, 
bow, guna, amkus'a, naked, with naked S'akti in 
act of coitus. 

MANJUGHOSA 

MafijughoSa—a S'aivite deity, white, a kumara with panca- 

cQda, 2 hands holding sword and book, surrounded 
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by $ Bhairavas, yaksas, yaksinis etc. According 
to Kukkuteivirra Tantra , the Rsi of the mantra is 
Bfhadaranya. Mafijughosa is a Bhairava and 
has three forms Sattvika, Rajasa and Tamasa. 
Or—-white, ier't lotus, right s'ringara s'iiana vidhi ; 
on the head of bull, head of Kukkura (cock), kunda 
llower on head, with book and naked. Or -under 
the Lakuca tree ; According to Bhairava Tantra, 
he is a form of S’arhkara, white as above, or with 
vellow dress. Rsi Kama. 

f ■ a • 

Kukkutes'vara — golden colour, bird form in the hand of Gauri, 

2 wings, red s'lkhii and red beak. 

Maha S'asta—on a horse, 3 eyes, binding a Sadhva wth 

noose and throwing°him before the Sadhaka. His 
S'aktis — Gopt^ra, Pingalaksa, Yirasena. S'am- 
bhava, Trinetra, S' til i, Daksa, Bhimat upa. 

Yaivasvata — blue or black for good jtvas, for sinners on a 

buffalo, holding danda, surrounded by pitrs. 

Citragupta—with kiri$a. citrabharana, citravastra, vicitr^sana, 

dharma lekhaka. Yama vahikadhikiri. 

Asurl Durga—Daughter of Atharvan and Katuka, on a lotus, 

4 hands — right vara. s'5ia, left — abhaya, amkus'a. 

Kubera—Garutma colour, naravahana, 2 hands— ara, aada. 

According to MC-ru Tantra — 2 hands with pot tilled 
with money and ratna karanda, short legs and 
hands, heavy paunch, on a ratnapitha under Yata. 

Yis'vavasu Gandharva—according to Sarasaihgi aha with 

kalapa on head, surrounded by I\ any as. leading 
towards the worshipper a Kanva. 

Yaruna —according to S'aradatilaka—white, or a lotus, pearl 

necklace, 4 hands — pas'a, amkus'a, abhaya, vara. 

Navagrahas according to \’edic mantras. (Smfti Samgraha 1 

Ravi—on lotus, i hands with lotus, 7 horse chariot, 
Kirita, born in Kalinga. 

Chandra—white, 2 hands with danda. 
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Kuja— red. 4 hands — gada, s’akti. s'ula, vara, on 
mesa. 

Budha—yellow, 4 hands—danda, on simha. 

Guru — Do——Do-rosary,kamandalu, vara, 

danda (abhaya ?). 

S'ukra—white, 4 hands—rosary, kamandau, danda, 
vara. 

S'ani—Nila, 4 hands—bow, s'ula, on vulture. 

R B hu— Do— — Do —sword, trident, cakra ? on 
simha. 

Ketu—Dhumra, 2 arms—vara, gada, on vulture. 
According to Bhavisvottara, Mangala was born 
from ire sweat o: Pinaki. 4 hands—sword, s'ula 
vara (?), on mesa, red clothes. 

Ratnadhar* - pouring ratnas on sidhaka. 

Hamnuftn—ac cording to HatiumaJ g.? t .irr. — five tierce faces, 

5 eyes each, east face— monkey, south—Narasimha, 
west—Garuda with Yairarunda, north—boar, upper 
most — horse face, on pretfisana, yellow eyes, 
ve c-v clothes, makuta, 10 arms—sword, trident, 
khat .foga, pas'a, amkus'a, parvata, dhruvamusti, 
gada. munda, (s’arhkha ?). Subduing Taraka. Or 
-golden colour, red eyes, pitambara. surrounded 
by Sugiiva etc. 

S'AKTA IMAGES 

Samdhya— according to Laksmi kularnnva —6 faces, 12 arms, 

sitting on the kesara of white lotus on jewelled 
throne, red, 16 years old, above neck white, from 
neck to waist yellow, from the waist to feet nila 
colour. 

S'ri Yidya—Malini—red clothes, 5 faces, 3 eyes each, on red 

lotus, 4 arms—pas'a, amkus'a, skull with amrta, 
and tris'ula. 

Yoginis—Dakini, Rakini, Lakini. Kakini, Sakini, Hik;n: and 

Yftk ini: 
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♦ 

Dakini —on 16 petal lotus of Vis'uddha cakra, red, 3 eyes, one vastra, 

4 hands—khatvanga, tris'ula, cup (tris'ikha ?) and 
carma; food-payasanna; residing in skin, sur¬ 
rounded by s'aktis Amrta etc. 16 Svaras—A to Am. 
* * « 

(31 to sit). According to Saubhagya Ratnakara—red, 
3 eyes, one face, 4 hands—right up s'ula, lower— 
khatvanga, ieft up—shield, lower cup. 

Rakitd —in the heart 12 peiai-lotns, 2 laces, dark, canines, 4 hands 

right lower ro right up—abja. s’ula, kapala, damaru: 
eating s’uddhanna, surrounded by Kaiaratri etc : re¬ 
siding in the blood. According to Saubhiigya Racn-I- 
kara—black, 4 hands—s'ala, abja, damaru, casaka. 
Yarnas from Ka to Tha. to 5). Kaiaratri etc. 
have 4 hands—2 in anjali, 2 with swords ; 14 hands 
— with 2 hands holding respectively ; skull, sword : 
vara, abhaya: hook, rosary; hell, sword; srni, 
guna ; sword, shield : vara, abhaya ; kadali, kalas'a: 

s'tlla, vetala ; vara, abhaya ; kuthara, deer : tris'ula, 
damaru; 

Lakini —in manipura cakra of nabhi 10 petal lotus, residing in mamsa 

3 faces, 3 eyes each, black, 4- arms—s'akti, vajra, 
danda, vara. Surrounded bv Daman etc. and 10 
maricis. Eating gudanna. Maricis hold skull and 
s'tila, and nati. \ arna*—Da to Pha, (5 to^). Accor¬ 
ding to Saubhagya Ratnakara 6—arms—from 
right up vajra, s'akti. danda, abhaya, vara, dart. 

Kiiknii —in Svadhisthana 6 petal-lotus. 4 faces, yellow, 3 eyes each 

face; 4 hands—tris'ikha. srni, skull, abhaya : resi¬ 
ding in Medhas. surrounded by Bandhini etc. who 
are yellow and have vara, abhaya and nati hastas. 
Eating curd-rice. Vargas Ba to La. (* to 

Sdkini —in mul&dhara 4 petal lotus. 5 faces, golden, residing in 

bone, 4 hands—syni, iotus, book and jn&na mudra; 
surrouned by Varada etc. who are red, yellow, 
black and white respectively, hands in nati, rosary 
and vara. Eating mudganna. According to 
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Saubhagya Ratn&kara, she is Sakmi, five faces. 
4 hands with sugar-cane bow, srni, book and 
J fianamudra. Varnas— Ya, s'a, sa, sa ; 

Hakini —in ajna cakra in brow, l petal lotus; while, 6 faces, 

3 ever each, residing in rnajja. 4 hands — jfiana- 
niudra (tight up), cjamaru tright lower > rosary and 
skull (left up and low). Surrounded by Hamsavati 
etc. who are white, with uis'hla, vara. uati. 
Eating haridranna. Varnas Ha and Ksa. (? and 9) 

Yitkint — Ir. saiiasrara lotus of brahma raudhra, all varnas A to 

Ksa, to ¥) all ayudhas, all dhalus, representing 
s'ukra dfcatu. enjoying with Fata S’iva. all food; 
^aktis fro::. A-Amrta to K^a- Ksan a\ ati. Dadinain 
sarva vaktra). 

YOGI NI PITH AS from A (^) to Ksa (W)=o-. 


Kamarupa 

Ekavira 

Ksirapura 

\aranasi 

jalamdhara 

Hastinapura 

Nepala 

Malava 

U ddis*a 
* • 

Paundra \ardhar.a 
» • 

Kulantaka 

Prayaga 

Purasthira 

Devikofa (?) 

Yis'vapura 

Kanyakubja 

Gokarna 

* 

Mayapura 

Pumagiri 

Mrautes'vara 

jaies \ ara 

Arbuda 

Attahasa 

Malayagiri 

Amratakes*\ ara 

\ iraja 

S'rigir: 

Ekamra 

Rajagjrha 

Merugiri 

Trisrota 

(Grha raia) 

Girivara 

Kamakoti 

Mahapatha 

Mahendragiri 

(Devi Kota) 

Kolhapura 

\ amanapura 

Kailasa 

Phalapura 

Hiranyapma 

Bhrgunagara 

Omkara 

Mara Laksmipu 

Kedara 

jayantika 

L‘ dayna 

Candrapura 

l'jjayini 

Chayachatra. 

S'ripitha 

Vicitraka 



According to Matsya Purana Laiua resides in Prayaga, 

\ indhyavasinl in Ymdhyfi, \'is'alakss in \ aranasi, 
and Tira in Kiskindha Parvata. 
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A ST AST A NS ASA OF s'l< I CAKK.V 
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MUDRAS 

Definition of mudra : KulamMdvatara :— 

Mudam svaiupct labliiiiihyani dehadvarena vu tnmndb 1 
Yahyarpayantyaycitnina mudrdstiih parikirtittih '• 
Mocayantigrcthddtbhyd papangham dravayanii ca i 
Mocanam drinanam yasmat mudra b'astrvpi v ant it a . 

Mudras used generally—Amkus'a, Kumbha, Astra, Hrdaya. 

Sira, S'ikba, Kavaca, Netra. 


Sa'.a 


Mu iras —Hrdaya, S'ira, Netra traya, Galini, s'amkha, 
Matsva, ttis'ikha, avahani, stbftpani; sannidhapani, 
sararodhani.sammukhikarana.sakali karaua,avaguii- 
thana, Dfacnu. amrtikarana, paramikarmna, trikh- 
anda, sarva sanrksobhirii, sar a\ idravani, sarva- 
karsini, aves'akarini, unmadini. mahathkus'a 
Khecarl, bija, Mahayoni, s'aktyutthSpana, bana— 
kbdanda, pas'a. 


Ganapatya mudras—danta, pas'a, amkus'a, vighna, ladduka, 

bijSpiira. 

>'aktamudras—Mausali, Daurgi, Laksmi, Aksamala, Vyakhva, 

\ ina for Matangi), pustaka. yoni. pas'a. amkus’a, 
vara, abnaya, khadga, carma, ban?.. 


Gayatri mudras sumukha, satnputa, \itata. vistyta. dvitri_ 

catur panca—san—adho-mukhas, vyapakanjali, 
s'akata. yamapas'a, grathita, saminukhonmukha, 
vilamba, mustika, matsva. kurma, \ araha, simha- 
kranta, mahakranta, mudsara. pallava (24). At 
the dose of japa—surabhi. inaua, simha, yoni, 
kiirma, pankaja, linga, nirvana ip 1 . 


Vaisnava mudras s'amkha, cakra. gada, padma, \ Snu.s'rivalsa. 

kaustubha, van a trial 4, jfiana, bilva, garuda, nara- 
simhi, vsrahl, hayagrivi, dhanu, bana, paras'u 
iaganmohinl, kama ; vSnara. 

Sauramudras—padma and biroba. 
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For S'tva—Linga, yoni, tris'ttla, aksamala, vara abhava, 

mrga, khatvanga, kapalika, damaruka. 

At the close of worship— Saptajihva, naraca, samhAra, sjni, 

kalakarnika, vismaya, bindu. 

Panca mudras for namaskara— Sumukha, caturasra. rtta, 

gomukha, yoni. 

qWlftWJWT TO I 

fbprfS* qf^HTT <TT?! || 


www. s rikanta- sastri. org 


Page 46 

















